Turn 25, Strategic Considerations
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The blizzardis here, and the Germanslook vulnerable to say the least.

In the north, the German line at Novgorod has a defensive CV og 10-15. In the center, north of Bryansk, the
lineis held by units with a maximum of five defensive CV. Northwest of Kharkov, the Germans can muster

some five toten defensive CV. Ontop of this, there are planty of areas where | might be able to pull off
some localized attacks in orderto outmaneuverand hopefully encircle German units.

Axis VP stand at 196.



The North

Situational assessment

On the surface, the German defense north of Lake Imen looks sound, but certainly not unbreakable.
However, one has to rememberthatthe German CV may be divided by twoin case of eitherfailed Admin
or infantry checks. Further, atthe start of combat, German units may become disrupted and thus play no
part inthe following battle. In total, itseems | might well be able to break the German lines during the first
round of combat.

The Luftwaffe appearto have been withdrawn from the area.
Planning

The main thrust of my attack in the region will be aimed at the weak German hexes north of Novgorod. In
case of a breakthrough, | will push my units forward and have them swing north next turn to meet up with
the forces currentlyin Leningrad. Toaid inthis, the forcesinside Leningrad will try to break out to the
south, thus shorteningthe distance my Novgorod attack needs to cover.



Further, the German have placed three entire infantry divisions in Novaya Ladoga. If | break the German
lines two hexes southwest of that spot and push a single unitforward, | will effectively have surrounded the
German divisions north of this spot.

Finally, south of Lake llmen, | will try to break he weak German linesin orderto push a cavalry division
through and cut the German rail line running south from Dno.

Execution

My plansforthe attack alongthe Volkhov has beenthwarted by the fact that the ice level on part of the
riveris only seven. The northernmost attack across the river has had to be cancelled altogether. Still the
attack has had some success, and | have brokenthe Germanlinesinseveral locations.

| have no doubtthat | will be able to reconnect my mainlines with the defenders of Leningrad. The
questionis, how many Germans will | be able to encircle in the process.

South of Lake IImen, I have pushed some of my Northwestern Front divisions forward against the weak
German defensesinthe area. The German line has crumbled, and | will reachthe Dnorail lineina few short
turns.

Below isan image of the northernsector, as | give the turnto Hermann.
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The Center
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Situational assessment

In the center, the Germans have some of their bestinfantry divisionsinthe area west of Moscow. Those

divisions are notreally duginverywell, sotheirddefensive CV rarely exceeds 10-15, which | can easily
match in an attack.

Furthersouth, inthe area north of Bryansk, the Germans have a sector of the front manned with infantry
with nomore than a max of five in defensive CV. Thisisthe areawhere | planto launch the northern pincer
of my Kursk offensive.

Still furthersouth, at Kurskitself, the Germans have several Panze divisions holding a sectoin of the front.
The Lufwaffe seemsto be almost absent from the area.
Planning

In the north, at Rhzev, | will do some local attacks with the purpose of encirclinga German infantry division
or two.

Further south, at Bryansk, | need to push aside the German divisions holding the line, in order for my own
unitsto be able to break intothe openterrain behind the German frontand then swing southwards. | will
then move intwo more armies of the Western Front to be ready for furtherattacks come nextturn.

At Kursk, | will do a local attack aimed at encirclingsome German Panzers. The planis notlikely tosucceed,
but eventhe attempt may well serve me in a Maskirovka (misdirection) capacity, ifit removes the German
focus from what | will be doing further west.

Execution

At Rhzev, | was able to encircle one German infantry division, butas | could not move any unitsintoit’s
escape route, it would simply withdraw one hex and reestablish contact with the German lines come next
turn. Bacause of this, | decided toroutit instead, causing withdrawal attrition on the unit.

Furthersouth, at Bryansk, my attacks have caused the German line to more or less collapse. The German
infantryinthe area are all stillingood order, butthey have beenthrown backinto a disorderly setup. Afew
of the forward German divisions have been eitherencircled or badly outmaneuvered. It seems very likely,
that the Germans will sufferencirclementsthey can not breakin this area before tolong.

My attacks have shown that there are several German reserve divisionsin both Bryansk and Orel, so the
Germans may well decide to launch local counterattacks in ordertorelieve the encircled divisions to the
east of Bryansk. If they do, those reserves will not be available to counter my continued attack directly
north of Bryansk.

Below isan image of the central sector, as | give the turn to Hermann.
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The South




Situational Assessment

In the south, the German front northwest of Kharkov is held by infantry that have been dugin somewhat.

As a result, several of the hexes | have planned to launch the southern pincer of the Kursk offensive on has
more than ten defensive CV.

Furthersouth, the German Mountain infantry has been spiltinto regiments and sentto help hold part of
the line. To my mind, this is a mistake, as these units could have beenaveryvaluable reserve forthe
Germans.

At Dnepropetrovsk, the Axis have pulled the Axis Minor units backin orderto establishasecondline of
defense, incase | breachthe Dneprriverline. Theriveritself has frozen over, with anice level of eight.

Finally, east of Melitopol, the German Panzers have begun pulling back towards the west.
Planning

Northwest of Kharkov, | will launch an attack as planned. The main focus on the attack this turn will be to
bring the German mobile divisions out of position, sothatI may be able to exploitabreakthrough at some
laterturn. | doubt thiswill be possible, but | have totry.

All alongthe Southwestern Front’s line to the west, lintend to attack as well, in orderto preventany
reinforcements coming north.

At Dnepropetrovsk, | will try to encircle the Germans inside the city by attacking on both sides of it.

Finally, inthe deep south, | will try to encircle the two easternmost German Motorized brigades by forcing
them to withdraw eastwards (denying them the possibility to withdraw to the west).

Execution

At Kursk, the Soviet offensive is loking very good indeed. A major breakthrough to the west of Kursk
threatento push several tank units deepintothe Germanrear, and there are few forces nearby to stop the
Sovietsadvancing further. Prudence may tell the Germans to conduct a general withdrawalin this area.
However, should they decide to do so, several Panzers and Motorized divisions willbe left behindinavery
difficult position.

South of Sumy, | have penetrated the German linesand made atemporary encirclement of some units. The
main purpose of attacking here is to prevent the German Mountain troops from moving north.

At Dnepropetrovsk, | have encircled two German Infantry regiments in such away that| seriously doubt
theirability to break free from the encirclement.

In the deep south, the first SS Motorized brigade has held out against a large number of attacks, most of
which | thought had decent odds to force it to withdraw. As a consequence, the encircling of the Germans
have not taken place inthis area.

Below isan image of the southern sector, as| give the turn to Hermann.
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Conclusion

Losses have been heavy this phase, as can be seen below. Butevenif the Soviets have lost four men for

every Axis soldierlost, I still think this exchange rate is very good when considering the amount of attrition
that will be suffered by the Germans caughtin the open.

Take into account that | have already placed many German unitsinvery dangerous positions, and | think
thisturn has been amajor Soviet success.

It will be interestingto see, how the Germansreactto these new developments.

AXIS LOSSES

Men i . 623645
Guns ' 13043
St .- 2123
SP & AC 540

Men Killed 27916
hen Captured 4723 ]

Men Disabled i 4186

Men Returned

SOVIET LOSSES

Men aj 97 2540819
Guns 296 26949
ARV 504 13544
SP & AC ' ;

Men Killed ) 44690

Men Captured 0

Men Disabled 2 16107 954071
Men Returned 57741




